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Reproductive Health, Rights, and Justice.

Reproductive health is a vital part of an individual's wellness and encompasses a broad range of
care. Beyond those relating to family planning, these health services allow people to take care of
their reproductive systems by preventing and treating reproductive diseases. This includes
diseases that are sexually transmitted but also those that are not, such as endometriosis.
Reproductive health services include access to OB-GYNs, contraception, necessary medications
and abortion.'

Reproductive rights are an individual's right to make decisions about their reproductive health,
including their ability to decide whether and when to have children. 2 Reproductive justice refers
to the fight to protect and expand these rights and the right to parent children in safe and healthy
environments.?

Key Supreme Court Cases on Reproductive Health.

Roe v. Wade is the landmark Supreme Court case that guaranteed constitutional protections of
abortion rights nationwide.* The Court ruled that no state could ban abortion for the first 23
weeks of a pregnancy until “fetal viability,” when the fetus can survive outside the womb.?

Dobbs v. Jackson Women'’s Health Organization is the recent Supreme Court case that
overturned Roe v. Wade in June of 2022. With its passing, abortion rights are no longer federally
guaranteed and each state can decide whether or not to pass legislation banning or restricting
abortion rights.®

The Realities of Making a Decision.
Making the decision whether or not to carry a pregnancy to term can be extremely personal and
difficult for potential parents, especially considering the strong beliefs many have about abortions.
Since many choose to keep their family planning decisions private, it may seem like unintended
pregnancies and abortions are uncommon but the statistics show that:
- Nearly half of all pregnancies are unintended and nearly half of these pregnancies end in
abortion.”
- Hispanic women are two times more likely to have an unintended pregnancy than white
women.®
- 1in 4 pregnancies end in abortion every year® and 7in 4 women have an abortion in their
lifetime.®
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Reproductive Health Accessibility.

Due to structural barriers, residential segregation, and medical racism, Black and Latino
communities historically have had less access to reproductive health services and information.
Undocumented parents face these obstacles and more due to fear of deportation, higher chances
of being incarcerated, and laws that severely restrict federal funding for abortion.

With the decision in Dobbs v. Jackson Women'’s Health Organization, abortion will be banned or
severely restricted in more than half the states. For the majority of parents in these states and the
surrounding areas, abortions will become impossible to obtain due to geographic and financial
barriers.

- 49% of abortion patients are below the federal poverty level.

- 75% of abortion patients are low income."

- Of all racial or ethnic groups, Latinas experience the highest rates of being medically

uninsured.”?
- 1in 4 Latinas do not have a regular health provider.”?

Criminalizing Abortion Will Not Stop Abortions.

Making abortions illegal will not stop parents from needing abortions or seeking them out — it
only changes the safety of the procedure. The World Health Organization estimates that 25 million
unsafe abortions take place each year. Unsafe abortions are the third leading cause of maternal
deaths worldwide and lead to 5 million largely preventable disabilities."

Reproductive Rights are Workers’ Rights.

Increased accessibility to contraceptives and expanded reproductive rights allowed women to
participate more in the workforce, to invest more in their careers, and to narrow the gender pay
gap.” Having access to reproductive health impacts a woman's education, earnings, and
employment, particularly for women of color.

Education: Having access to an abortion improved the chances of finishing college by nearly 20
percentage points for young women who experienced an unintended pregnancy.'®

Earnings: Working mothers are only paid 75 cents for every dollar paid to fathers. Latina working
mothers are paid even less, earning only 46 cents for every dollar a White, non-Hispanic male
earns.”

Employment:
- Reproductive rights and health care make it easier for employees to freely leave their jobs
to explore better opportunities.”®
- Women who were unable to get an abortion were three times more likely to be
unemployed after six months than their counterparts. ™
- Having access to an abortion improved the chances of entering a professional occupation
by nearly 40 percentage points for women who experienced an unintended pregnancy.®
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